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Ibc  Gfeair*s«n  &.  Gentlemen p , 

* •*  »■» 

II ha?©  the  honour  to  submit  fox  your 

ooneideration  my  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  health  and  sanitary 
conditions,  of  your  district  for  the  year  X92C/h  Tor-,  a thickly 
populated  and  overcrowded  mining  ares.?  the  various  return©  compare  ver  y 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country a The  birth  rate  is  the 

highest  Bines  190 99  and  the  general.!  death  rate,  with' the  exception  • 
of  191?  9 ia  lower  than  it  ha  sheen  for  10  years*  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  record  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is*  with 
one  exception*  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  district;  a fact  which 
ia  all  the  more  remarkable  considering  the  overcrowded  conditioner 
of  the  area*,  As  an  index  ef  the  improved  sanitary  eonditionss 
of  the  district;  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact 


that  Typhoid  3Fever  has  been  practically  absent  during  the  last 
four  year  Bo  . In  conclusion  X wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  extended 
to  me  by  the  other  officials  of  the  Council® 


I am*  Mr  Chairman  & Gentlemen*, 
Your  obedient  Servant* 

o <*  u 
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ifatloniU.  tad  Soot*!  Condition*  of.  the  Dlrtrlot. 

Our  population  taken  at  the  last  census  in  1911 
totalled  9,753  and  the  estimated  population  in  the  middle  of  the 
y . ear  under  review  is  10,047,  The  distinction  between  "birth-rate 
population*  and  "death-rate  population  , made  during  the  period  when 

a large  part  of  the  male  population  was  under  arms  has  been 
discontinued  as  far  as  this  district  1b  concerned. 

We  are  almost  entirely  a coal-mining  community,  for  the 
factories  and  workshops  in  the  area  are  only  small  and  unimportant. 
The  area  of  the  district  extends  to  1,551  aorea,  the 
surface  being  drained  naturally  by  means  of  two  burns  whioh  have 
their  fall  in  a south-westerly  direction*  In  the  north  the  diftriot 
is  hilly  with  points  500  feet  above  sea- level,  but  this  level 
gradually  falls  towards  the  south-western  boundary  where  the  ’.land 
lies  rougfrljti about  200  feet  above  the  sea* 

Vital  Statistics,.  The  total  deaths  for  the  year  numbered  136  , and 
Deaths.,  of  these  78  were  males  and  58  females,  which  gives  a 
rate  on  a population  of  10,o47  of  13*53  per  thousand 
per  annum* . 

Tfcble  1,  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  the  number 
under  each  disease  with  distinction  of  sex. 

Compared  with  1919  there  have  been  30  fever  deaths 
amongst  all  ages  and  this  in  part  can  be  aocounted 
for  by  the  faot  that  there  was  no  severe  epidemic  of 
Influent*  during  1920* 

diseases  of  the  lungs  caused  36  deaths  and  as  was 
stated  last  year  our  changeable  climate  is  in  a good 
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Vlt»l  Bt.tl.tlo.  OQntin!A>dj 

Deaths. . measure  responsible  for  this. 

Thore  were  10  deaths  of  children  under  2 years  of  ag  e 
from  Diarrhoea  — this  is  lamentable , and  can  be 
attributed  partly  to  the  poor  accommodation  for 
storing  food  in  most  of  houses  where  the  deaths 
occurred,  for  the  class  of  house  in  8 of  the  cases 
was  old  and  defective  and  partly  to  the  habit  of 

leaving  food  exposed  in  the  houses  to  flies  etc. 

IPood,  whether  it  be  milk  or  anything  else,  is  seldom 
contaminated  when  brought  to  the  home,  but  the  latter 
process  takes  plaoe  in  the  houses. 

There  were  9 deaths  from  tuberoulosis  of  the  lungs 

im 

compared  withilO  last  year.  Influenza  caused  5 

deaths  a decrease  of  27  on  la&t  year. 

Infant  Deaths.  The  deaths  amongst  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

totalled  36.  An  increase  of  2 on  last  year,  of  the s 

22  were  males  and  14  females  and  all  the  above  were 

legitimate  children  with  the  exception  of  2 females*, . 

The  Infantilis  Mortality  rate  was  97.2  per  thousand 

births.  Table  2 shows  the  net  deaths  from  stated 
oauBeB  at  various  ageB  below  one  year. . 


Births 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  37C  and  of  these  182  were  males  and  188  females. 
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Births  pent lnued* 

The  above  total  includes  20  illegitimate  births* 

The  birth~*ate  worked  out  at  36*8  per  thousand  per  annum 

the  highest  rate  charted  for  some  years* 

Table  3 shows  the  vital  statistics  for  the  district  for 
the  last  five  years* 

Table  4 is  a summary  of  vital  statistics  fir  England 
and  Vales  and  for  groups  of  towns  and  to  this  I have 
added  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  Urban  District 
of  H ought on-le— Spring* . 
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Causes  of  death  in  Houghton^le--Snrlng  Urban  .Distriot  in  1920 


Causes  of  Death  (Civilians 

only 

Male, 

J 

Pem&le  e 

All. causes. 

78 

58 

1* 

Enteric  Eever 

i 

^ 

2ft 

Smallpox  

Measles- 

1 

T 

L 

1 

«. 

Scarlet-l?ever 

! 

L 

1 

Vhoonins  Coumh 

j- 

I 

Dinhtheria  and  croun  _ 

1 

2 

?■ 

Influenza  - 

! 

. . 3 

i 

2 

^Jrvsinelas 

1 

r 

9t 

Pulmonary  Tuberoulosis 

1 

l 

3-.  ... 

4 

10c 

Tuberculous  Ueniruiitis 

t 

1 

11, 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

I?, 

Cancer.A  Malignant,  disease 

. .8. 

— r 

L. 

5 

13 1. 

Rheumatic  fever 

14, 

Meningitis.  . 

.1- 

15  n 

Orftanio  heart  disease. _ 

t 

4 

5 

16 1 

Bronohitie  _ . 

} 

7 

\ 

7 

17, 

1 , 

3 

L 

7 

18n 

Other  resDiratory  disease# 

1 

2 

1,9, 

r Diarrhoea  eto# luadsr  2 years  \ 

6 

4 

Annendicitie  and  Tynhili#  

*l*_ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2U.  Alooholiaa 1 


Neuhritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

2 

1 

j??. 

Puerneral  fever . 

L 2 

24  » 

Parturition  aoart  from  nuerneral  fever 

r 

_ Contend t&l  debility,  etc.,  

5 

_ 5. 

fti 

Violence  an art  from  suicide 

. , 3 

1 

27  ft 

Suicide 

26« 

Other  defined  diseases  . ... 

.(  25  

10 

ftpffW  causes  ( inoluded  above  \ , i 

... 
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TABLE  II. 

Infant  Mortality. 


Legitimate  births  — 350. 


Illegitimate  Births  — 20. 


Number  of  deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  — 2 


I 


I 


PH*  7* 
T»bl.  8. 


T»bl«»  of  Vital  Statistic  for  the  Iwt  fly  yw. 


Year.  B&rth2w  Death*  (all  hh«)  Infant  Mortality. 


Nuabar  Rata 

h 

uaber 

m 

Kkt.  KUI 

ibar  Rate 

1916 

111  f 115  ; 28.7  j 

71 

68 

15.9 

18 

14>ho6.1 

1917 

202  | 107  j 21.9  1 

64 

61 

1M 

12 

* 

8 : 86.^ 

1918 

! j 

136  1 136 . 36.9  i 

22 

82 

U 

* i 

13  : 100.0  ll 

■ 

1919 

1 i 

168  ! 141  80.2  ] 

86 

80 

17.18 

21 

18  -m.® 

1920 

1 * * 

183  j 138)36.9  ;| 

n 

68 

13.53 

9 
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Prevalence  and,  _o_ep.tr ol  oflnfeotlous  Diseases©  By  referring  to  Table 
5 it  will  be  seen  there  were  97  oases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  and  by  far  the  larger  number  of  thcce  were  oases  of 
pneumonia.  The  number  of  oases  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital 
was  20  and  of  these  11  were  oases. of  soarlet  fever  and  9 of  Diphtheria 

and  there  were  2 deaths  in  the  institution* . 

gcarlot-  PoTcr* • There  were  27  oases  during  the  year  and  these  were 
confined  to  no  particular  distriot©  The  type  of  the  disease  was  mild 
and  there  were  no  deaths  and  no  return  cases*, 

Diphtheria©,.  There  were  13  cases  of  this  disease  notified  and  most 
of  them  were  of  a severe  type*  Anti-diphtheritic  serum  w&e  supplied! 
free  for  all  the  oaseB  except  onea.  There  were  3 deaths© 

Enteric  Fever* . Only  one  case  occurred  during  the  year© . There  has 
been  a remarkable  drop  in  the  numkr  of  cases  of  this  disease p .whereas 
in  the  year  1914 , there  were  22  oases  in  this  District^  the  yearly 
total  has  continued 'to  drop  ever  since  and  during  the  last  four  years 
there  have  only  been  4 oases  altogether© 

Ophthalmia.  Neonatorum*  There  was  only  one  oase  notified  to  be 
suffering  from  this  disease  and  this  good  result  can  be  almost 
entirely  attributed  to  the  better  knowledge  of  the  general  public 
of  methods  of  preventing  this.: trouble* 

I.nfluenaa*  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  this  disease  again 

made  its  appearance  and  threatened  to  become  epidemic » but  the 
resistance  of  the  population  owing  to  better  conditions; of  living 
was  of  a higher  standard  andthe  disease  assumed  a much  milder r 
character  than  in  the  previous*- year©  . 


r 


. •*.  fi  " 


Tl>r  ...i- 


^ r ’ 


fij 


/ 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  year 
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During  the  year  there  were  17  new  oases  of  tuberculosis 
of  the  lunge  notified  and  12  new  cases  of  tuberoulosia ,of  other  organs 
of  the  body.  There  were  8 persons  belonging  to  this  district  admitted 
to  Sanatoria  under  the  County  Soheme  and  7 were  discharged.  Various 
hospitals  gave  treatment  to  8 other  persons  for  tuberculosis  of  a 

nonr-puliiionary  type  and  7 were  discharged. 

Venereal  Diseases,.. 

The  County  Council, is  the  local  authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917  and  has  established 
various  olinios  throughout  the  oounty  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  such.  A local  committee  was  formed  in  1919  to  promote 

propaganda  work  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council. 

Small-iPox. 

Ho  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year  and  no 
re—' vaccinations  were  performed  by  me  under  the  Public  Health  (Small— 

Pox  Prevention)  Regulations  1917. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  is  a coxwd-oint  small-pox  hospital  for  the  use  of  the 
whole  union,  fortunately  the  district  has  been  free  from  this  disease 
for  a number  of  years. 

The  isolation  hospital  for  other  diseases  of  an  infectious 
nature  comprises  four  wards  with  eleven  beds  and  is  sufficiently 
equipped  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  Several  in^rovements  have 
been  oarried  out  during  the  year,  the  old  ash-closets  have  been  replaced 
by  water  closets  and  a new  disinfecting  house  has  been  built  and  fully 
equipped  with  an  up-to-date  steam  disinfector.  The  telephone  has  also 
been  installed, . One  of  the  wards  is  detached  from  the  main  building 
and  is  kept  for  typhoid  oases. 
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/><•,: r:  j tary  Circum.Btanc^8i  of  the  District, • 

Watay,  The  main  sppiy  for  the  area  oomee  out  of  Houghton  Colliery 
and  is  pumped  from  there  to  the  resevoirs  on  Miller’s  Hill  and  an 

additional  supply  can  he  drawn  from  the  Sunderland  & South  Shields  Water r 
Company  to  make  up  any  shortage  when  the  necessity  arieses,  The  water: 
is  extremely  hard,  being  drawn  from  the  limestone  and  while  suitable  for 
drinking  purposes  it  is  -very  oostly  in  the  use  of  soap  for  washing. 

This  is  entirely  done  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  and  the  refuse  ia  deposited  on  seleoted  sites 
of  waste  ground o At  some  future  date,  I hope  to  see  this  refuse 

rendered  harm las*  b$r  the  adoption  of  the  destfuctor  furnaoe  method  of 

dispoaa:  , this  method  was  considered  bjr,  the  Council  when  ladt  they  were 
under  the  necessity,  of  selecting  a new  tipping  site  for  house  refuse*, 
and  details  were  gone  into , but  the  scheme  had  to  be  given  up  as  the  coat 
was  prohibitive, 

Sewaae  Disposal, 

Purification  is  oaaried  out  at  the  Sewage  Para  at  Flint  Mill 
by  the  intermittent  downward  filtration  method.  The  number  of  water 

closets  has  increased  during  the  year  by  40  conversions  from  ash-pit 
privies© 

Factories  & Workshops a . 

These  have  been  inspected  at  interval*  during  the  year  as 
to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  overcrowding  and  drainage  of  floors  ©to,, 
arid  as  to  sanitary  accommodation©  There  were  no  defects  to  be  reported, 
either  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  or  under  the  Public  Health  Aote 


lift  19. . 


Common  fro  Aging  House*.  There  were  three  house*  of  thi*  description  in 
the  district,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a closing  order  was  served 
on  the  owner  of  the  Lodging  House  in  Grey  Horse  Laneby  order  of  the 

Council. 

These  placeB  are  regularity  inspected  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  as  to  cleanliness  and  overcrowding.  Three 
informal  notioes  were  served  during  the  year  dnd  all  nuisances  were 
abated  after  the  notices  had  been  served. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Inspections  at  intervals  were  carried  out  and/one 

informal  notice  was  given  of  a nuisance  with  the  desired  effect. 

Offensive  Trades.  The  premises  in  which  suh  tradeB  are  carried  on  were 
found  at  each  inspection  olean  and  well  kept  in  aooordance  with  the 

requirements  of  the  mode L-bye— laws. 

Dairies  & Cowsheds.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  pays  regular  visits  to 

the  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  area  and  supervises  the  carrying  out 
of  the  bye-laws. 

A Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Inspeotor  ,of  Nuisances 
department  during  the  year  is  appended. 

Housing.  There  were  no  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  during  the 
year , so  that  my  remarks  applying  to  the  year  1919  hold  good. 

However  by  next  year  many  of  the  new  houses  on  the  Hetton  Hoad 
Site  will  be  occupied  as  there  are  four  nearing  completion.  There  have 
been  many  repairs  to  existing  property  carried  out  during  the  year,  but 

there  is  still  serious  overcrowding  , which  oannot  be  overcome  until 

the  new  houses  are  tip. 


« Cl  a f-| 


• W#  -V  * , 


f I 


r - <■  •;  - 


v *> 


Houghton=le=Spring  Urban  District 
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